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IIpomoBa: BUroJI0IIEHA HA MeMOPiaJIbHIl LepeMOoHii, 0iji MOrnJIn
Jp. Hocuna OnecpkiBa Ha JInuakiBcbkomy uBuHTapi (18 yepsus 2017 p.)

Ilepmri yxpainmi, siki mocemummcs B Kanami npotsirom 1890-x, Oynu pogom 3 €BponH, SKa Iepekn-
BaJla «BEJIMKY XBUIIIO» POCTy HaceneHH:. Lle BemmuesHe 3pocTaHHsS HAaceNeHHsS CBPONH CIPHIMHHIIO
BENMYE3HY XBHJIIO Mirpaii, mo 3mycuna 45 MiJbiOHIB €BPONEHIIIB BUCAIUTHCS 3 MApOIJIaBiB Ha Oe-
per i mocenutucst B HoBomy Caiti Mmix 1880 1 1914 pokamu.

Cepen TuX MUTBIHOHIB eMirpanTiB 3 €Bponu g0 Amepuku Oy mpudiamsHo 700 000 ykpaiHmis, sSKi
TIOKMHYJIN aBCTPiChKi KOpoHHI 3emii ['annunny i BykoBuny mixk 1870 1 1914 pokamu.

BaxnuBy poinb y ix nepecenenni no Kanamu Bimirpas Mocun Onecwkis. Hapoausmmch y pomusi
CBAIICHUKA Ta OTPUMABIITU OCBITY B yHiBepcureTax | anmnynan Ta Himeuunau. Bin miaTpuMyBaB mpo-
rpamy Harionanpaux momymictiB B CxigHii ['annunHi Ta HamaraBcsi pO3BUBATH YKPAiHCHKE CEISTHCT-
BO 32 JIONIOMOTOI0 OCBITH, CTBOPEHHSIM CUTBCHKUX YUTANCHB, TPOOY/KEHHSIM YKPaiHCBKOI caMOCBi0-
MocTi. Are, sk 1 Horo Omm3pkuit npyr, IBan @panko, OnechKiB HAMONSTaB, MO MOTPiOHO poduTH Oi-
JBIIANA HATOJIOC HA TOJITHYHI Jii, 00 BUMPABUTH COIIATPHO-€KOHOMIYHI PO301XKHOCTI, Iepe]] TKUMHU
OTIMHUITUCSI CEJISTHU uepe3 arpapHi pedopmu.

Yepes oOMekeHI MOMKIMBOCTI BIIpOBaKeHHST peopm, OJecbkiB OauuB craciHHs 0araTboX CENsiH
B eMirpariii 3 mepeHaceneHoi ['annuuHan 10 KpaiHwu, sKa MPOMOHYE CIIPABKHI MUISIXH IO PO3BUTKY CilTb-
CHKOTO TOCHOJapCTBa (CUTECHKOTOCTIONAPCHKI MOXKIIMBOCTI), a TAKOX TMONITUYHY cBoOOmy. BiH 3HaB,
mo Kanana nrykae moceneHuiB st 3axinnoi Kanaam, 3aceneHoi Maio 1 34€01IbIIOr0 KOPIHHUME JKH-
TEJSIMH, HE3HAWOMIMH 3 €BPOTIEHCHKIME MeTonaMu (hepmepcTBa. OIechKiB 3B’ s13aBCS 3 TOBAPHCTBOM
«IIpocsita» y JIbBOBI 1 mepekoHaB HOTo OITyOIiKyBaTH KOPOTEHBKY KHIDKEUKY, sika HasuBanacs «lIpo
BUIBHI 3eMITiy», Jie BiH onucyBaB Kanany, sik Oa)kaHe MicIIe JUIsS iIMMIrpallii i3 BEJIUKOIO KiJIbKICTh 3eMITi
Ta CTaOlIbHUM JEMOKPATHYHUM YPSIIOM.

B 1895 poui OnecbkiB BUpyIIKB y TpuMicsuHy noi3axy Kananoro, BiaBixyroun 6araTo miclb Bix
AtnantrnyHoro 10 Tuxoro okeany. BiH 3ycTpidaBcs 3 YMHOBHHKAMU KaHAJICBKOTO YPsAy B CTOJHII
kpainu OtTaBi, a Takox 3 rociiom Kananu B JIoH0H1, AHIITIS.

ITicns noBepHeHHs 10 JIpBOBa BiH 0omy0JiKyBaB CTarTIO, 10 HasuBajaca «O emirpamii», sika HaOy-
Jla BEJMKOro posrosiocy B 3aximHiii YkpaiHi 1 fika COpUYMHHUIA BEJIMYE3HUI BIUIMB Ha MEpeHAIpaB-
nenHst emirpanii 3 bpasunii o Kananu. [IpoTsirom n’situpiuHoro nepiofay dacy micis myOmikamii «O
eMirpartii», 6umsine Hixk 25000 ykpaiHIiB nepeixaiy Ha MoCTiliHe MpokuBaHHs 10 3axinHoi Kanamu.

3a xutTs ONechKiB HE OTpUMAaB 3acy)KEHOTO BH3HAaHHS HOro O€3KOpUCIMBOI BiJJIaHOCTI CIIpaBi
JIOTIOMOTH YKpaTHChKOMY CEJSTHCTBY. J[0 IIbOTO CIIPHYMHMIIOCS KEPiBHUIITBO YKPaiHCHKOTO HallioHa-
JBHOTO pyxy ["anmuuuHu, sike BBaXaJio 10 HOro 3yCHIUIS M0 CIPUSHHIO imirparii o Kananu ciryrysa-
TUMYTb JIUIIE JUTS TIOCTA0JIeHHS MO3UIIi1 YKpaiHIliB y IXHiii 00OpOTHOiI MPOTH MOJIBCHKUX 3EMIICBIACHH-
KiB Ta MpaBisiyoro kiacy. HaBiTh kaHaJChKUE ypsii He TIOCHIIIAB BU3HATH Beln4e3Hnid BHecok Oie-
CBbKiBa JI0 ciipaBu niepeizmy 25,000 ykpaiHiis.

ITicnsa cmepti OneckKiBa Horo 3ycwuid He OyJM yBiUHEHI OAHMM IaM’SITHUKOM. Brpomomx Oa-
raTboX POKiB HOro AisIbHICTH OyJia MOBHICTIO 3aMOBUYyBaHa B YKpaiHi. Ha miacts, B octaHHI poku Ho-
ro 3700yTKM TOYalli OTpHMyBaTH Bu3HaHHS B Kanani. Bcranosneno Oroct OnecbkiBa B Ceni
YKpaiHCBKOTO KyJIBTYPHOI CHaJIIMHU B NPOBiHLII AnpOepra. Micbkuii mapk, a TOKOX paioH MicTa
EnMoHTOH HOCATH Horo iM’s1. € micto OnecbkiB y npoBinuii ManiTo0a, a Takox OneckKiB MIKiITbHUN
perioHanbHu# Biaain B CackaueBaHi.

51 BBaxkaro, mo crpapxHiil nam’sTHUK OJIECHKIBY 3HAXOJUTHCS B COTHSX MicCT, cii Ta MicuuH Ka-
Ha/JH, SIKi HOCSATh YKpaiHCBKi Ha3BU — Taki, sk TepeOoins B nposinuii Manito0a, /{xicrep B nmpoBiHLii
CackaueBaH Ta MupHaM B poBiHLii AbOepTa — cralok MacoBoi iMirparii, IKy BiH pO3H0OYaB.

! Exc-pamnnk 3 muranp immirparii [loconserea Kamamu B Vipaini, Email: David.Lupul@international.gc.ca
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st MeHe Benmuka 4ecTh OyTH 3ampOIICHHMM Ha ITI0 IIEPEMOHII0 10 BIIaHYBaHHIO mam’sTi [p. Ho-
cumna OnecpKiBa. Biunast oMy mam’a1b!

Kurouogi ciioBa

Wocum OnecekiB, IBan ®panko, Kanama, Ykpaina, bykosuna, ['anmnumnna, «[Ipo BUIBHI 3eMITi»,
«O emirpartii».

Text of an address: Given at a Memorial Ceremony, At the Gravesite of Dr. Yosyp
Oleskiv, Lychakivsky Cemetery, Lviv, Ukraine 18 June 2017

The first Ukrainians who settled in Canada during the 1890s originated from a Europe that was in
the midst of a huge surge in population growth. This enormous growth in Europe’s population helped
stimulate an enormous wave of migration, one that saw more than 45million Europeans disembark
from their steamships and settle in the New World between 1880 and1914.

Never before had so many people been on the move, stimulated by new economic opportunities
abroad. In fact, the wave of mass migration that began in the 1870s and which crested just before the
outbreak of the First World War is unprecedented in human history. It even dwarfs the large move-
ment of peoples from the war-torn Middle East that we have experienced in this decade.

Among these millions of emigrants from Europe to the Americas were about 700,000 Ukrainians
who left the Austrian crownlands of Galicia and Bukovyna between 1870 and 1914. Despite the enor-
mity of its impact on Ukrainian history, this period of mass migration to the New World is often for-
gotten in the texts of the history books published in Ukraine. Why is this so? Perhaps because the story
lacks the patriotic elements found in the narratives surrounding such other dramatic elements of
Ukraine’s recent history, such as the impact of the two world wars, the struggle for Ukrainian state-
hood, and the eventual establishment of Ukrainian independence.

But it is a story well worth acknowledging. And | am very pleased to be here today, at Lychakivsky
cemetery, where Dr. Yosyp Oleskiv is buried, to honour that story, which includes the role that Dr.
Oleskiv played in channelling the Ukrainian emigration to a better life in Canada.

It is well known that life for Ukrainians in the Austrian crownlands in the late 19"century was not
easy. There was the problem of overpopulation, of too many people reliant on agriculture for their sus-
tenance with too little land to support them. The political situation involving Polish domination of
eastern Galicia also entered into the picture. Ukrainian migration did not emerge solelyas a result of
pressures from overpopulation, but from the fact that wealthy Polish landlords owned the large estates
and blocked Ukrainian peasants from access to much of the arable land. The health of Ukrainians was
increasingly in jeopardy as a result of the rapidly-diminishing supply of their most precious life-giving
resource — land.

By the early 1890s, many Ukrainians who sought escape via emigration were being duped by un-
scrupulous travel agents and representatives of companies seeking to exploit Ukrainians for their own
ends. For example, thousands were being lured by fraudulent promotional literature, distributed by
agents, promoting Brazil as a paradise for Ukrainians (even though it was a country looking for cheap

labour to replace the labour of black slaves, who had been emancipated from slavery only a few
years earlier, in 1888). Some stories sought to convince Ukrainians that the Austrian crown prince Ru-
dolph (who had committed suicide in 1889) was actually still alive in Brazil and beckoning to them
from a kingdom he had established in the South American jungle. There was even an agent by the
name of Gargioletti, who reportedly crisscrossed Galicia and Bukovyna, pretending to be Archduke
Rudolph and imploring his Galician subjects to join him in Brazil. These rumours and false stories
contributed to a sharp rise in emigration to Brazil in 1895. Many Ukrainians responded, and scores of
them died in the Brazilian jungles from disease and being worked to exhaustion by their masters.

Concerning this period in Ukraine’s history, a prominent early Ukrainian immigrant in Canada,
Kyrylo Genyk, complained that “no one had a sincere word for our Ukrainian people. They were left
to fend for themselves and to make their way through a maze of agents, so that, in the end, only those
who were interested in tearing away their last cent took any interest in them.”

There was an exception to this neglect of the early migrants: Dr. Yosyp Oleskiv. Born into a cleri-
cal family and educated at universities in Galicia and Germany, Oleskiw was an inteligent who sub-
scribed to the program of the National Populists in eastern Galicia, who sought to improve the lot of
the Ukrainian peasantry through education, the promotion of village reading circles and instilling na-
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tional consciousness. But like his close friend, lvan Franko, Oleskiv insisted that greater emphasis on
political action was needed to redress the socio-economic disparities facing the peasantry through
agrarian reforms.

Given the limits of the possibility of reforms being implemented, Oleskiv saw that salvation for the
impoverished peasantry lay in emigration from an overpopulated Galicia to a country that offered
agricultural opportunities as well as political freedom. He was alarmed that many peasants were fall-
ing victim to “immigration fever”, and recognized the need to redirect Ukrainian migrants away from
Brazil to a destination where they would not be subjected to such horrific working conditions and ex-
ploitation.

He was also aware that Canada was seeking settlers for the lands in western Canada which were
still sparsely populated, mainly by the aboriginal peoples, most of whom were unacquainted with Eu-
ropean farming methods. So Oleskiv approached the Prosvita Society in Lviv and convinced them to
publish a short pamphlet he had written called Pro VilniZemli, in which he promoted Canada as a de-
sirable destination with its abundant land for settlement and its stable and democratic government.

Oleskiv realized he needed more detailed information about Canada. So he began to correspond
with Canadian officials in Ottawa about his plan to settle large numbers of Ukrainians in the vilnizem-
liof western Canada (before 1895, there were only a few hundred Ukrainians residing in Canada).

During this same period, Oleskiv also wrote many articles for western Ukraine newspapers — im-
ploring Ukrainians contemplating emigration to Brazil to hold off until he was able to travel to Canada
and obtain knowledge of conditions there first-hand. In 1895 Oleskiv embarked on a three-month tour
of Canada, visiting localities from the Atlantic to the Pacific. He met with officials of the Canadian
government in the national capital, Ottawa, as well as with Canada’s ambassador in London, England.
Upon his return to Lviv, he authored a booklet called O emigratsii, which received wide circulation in
western Ukraine, and which had an enormous impact on redirecting the emigration from Brazil to
Canada. Within the five-year period following the publication of O emigratsii, more than 25,000
Ukrainians settled permanently in western Canada.

During his lifetime, Oleskiv never received appropriate recognition for his unselfish dedication to
the cause of helping the Ukrainian peasantry. This was due to the fact that the leader ship of the
Ukrainian national movement in Galicia generally felt that his efforts to promote emigration to Canada
would only serve to weaken the position of Ukrainians in their struggle against the Polish landlords
and ruling class. Even the Canadian government was slow to recognize Oleskiv’s enormous contribu-
tion to the arrival of the 25,000 Ukrainians who had arrived by 1900. Many arrived destitute, despite
Oleskiv’s best efforts, and this soured many Canadian officials on Oleskiv. Other officials suspected
him of being interested only in personal profit. But despite much criticism and opposition to his
schemes, he persevered, and received a small measure of recognition from the Canadian government
in 1900, when it belatedly sent him $2,000 as payment for his expenses. Following his trip to Canada,
Oleskiv actively promoted Canada for the remaining 8 years of his life — which, sadly, ended in 1903.

Following Oleskiv’s death, no monument to his efforts was erected. For many years his efforts
went completely unrecognized in Ukraine. Fortunately, in recent years his accomplishments have be-
gun to be acknowleged in Canada. There is now a bust of Oleskiv at the Ukrainian Cultural Heritage
Village in Alberta, Canada. There is also a city park as well as a district of the city of Edmonton bear-
ing his name.

There is a town of Oleskiw, Manitoba, and an Oleskow School District in Saskatchewan. | believe
that Oleskiv’s real monument lies in the hundreds of towns, villages and places in Canada bearing
Ukrainian names — names like Terebovlia, Manitoba, Dniester, Saskatchewan, and Myrnam, Alberta —
the heritage of the mass immigration to Canada that he helped to begin.

It is an honour to have been invited to this ceremony today to honour Dr. Yosyp Oleskiv.

Vichnaia iomu pamiat!

June 18, 2017
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